When writing about the linear version of Mogi's
failure criterion (Eq. 2) in Section 3, the authors did not mention that formulae which relate the parameters a and b to cohesion, angle of internal friction and uniaxial compressive strength (Eqs. 3a-4b) are valid only for the axisymmetric state of stress. This omission may be misleading to readers who are not experts on the failure criteria for rocks. In order to avoid possible misinterpretations or misunderstandings, it would be better to state expressis verbis that Eqs. (3a)-(4b) apply only in the case where r 2 = r 3 and s oct in Eq.
(2) is equal to ffiffi (Figs. 1a, 2a) , the TTC test data (Figs. 1b, 2b ) and the combined data sets from the CTC and the TTC tests (Figs. 1c, 2c ). Should the document discussed here be a regular paper, I would probably have refrained from commenting on it. However, the ISRM Suggested Methods are documents of a different nature; they offer suggestions and recommendations that are also meant for users who may not necessarily be familiar with the details of the particular subject. In this respect, the information provided in them should be as precise and accurate as possible. Of course, the shortcomings pointed out above are not of critical importance. However, it may be useful to correct them.
Open Access This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License which permits any use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author(s) and the source are credited. Fig. 2 Results of triaxial tests carried out by 2 on samples of Westerly granite, fitted using Mogi's power-law failure criterion: a data from triaxial compression tests where r 2 = r 3 (axisymmetric stress conditions), b data from true triaxial compression tests (r 2 = r 3 ); c, a and b data sets combined together
